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“Copyright is a form of protection provided by the laws of 
the United States to the authors of “original works of 
authorship,” including literary, dramatic, musical, artistic, 
and certain other intellectual works. This protection is 
available to both published and unpublished works.”

 (title 17, U. S. Code)



Whether you agree or disagree with copyright laws, they 
are laws, and you are liable. 

 Ignorance of the law does not give you a free pass to break 
the law. 

There is an established a copyright policy for TCSS.  

“Legal and Ethical Behavior” is the responsibility of every 
classroom teacher in every grade under Alabama’s 2018
Digital Literacy and Computer Science standards.

https://alex.state.al.us/browseDLIT.php

Alabama Learning Exchange (ALEX)

https://alex.state.al.us/browseDLIT.php


Innocent infringement

Standard Infringement

Willful infringement



 A teacher honestly believes the item is in the public domain, and 
there is no evidence to dispute this.  

 Just saying “I didn’t know” is not enough.  You had to have been 
legitimately mistaken in your thought.   

 Anything created after January 1, 1978 is automatically copyrighted.  
The creator does NOT have to apply for copyright status. 



 Teacher makes copies well in advance and does not attempt to 
contact the copyright holder to obtain permission.

 Teacher adds copyrighted photos/clipart to their own work without 
citing the original creator.



 Teacher purchases an item intended for a single classroom and gives 
it to other teachers to use simultaneously.

 Teacher makes copies of a consumable workbook to avoid paying for 
additional workbooks. 

 Teacher reuses single use items year after year without paying for 
additional uses.

 Teacher removes the copyright notice on an item.



 Everyone!

 Section 501 of the copyright law states 

 “anyone who violates any of the exclusive rights of the copyright owner 
...is an infringer of the copyright or right of the author.”

 The internet makes it possible to make a reasonable effort to find out 
if something is copyrighted. 

https://www.copyright.gov/help/faq/faq-infringement.html

U.S. Copyright Office

https://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap5.html#501
https://www.copyright.gov/help/faq/faq-infringement.html


Librarians, administrators and others can be 
indirectly liable.

 Contributory
 Aided in the violation by providing the means in which 

to do so, for example, knowingly checking out 
equipment and resources.

 Vicariously
 Anyone who knew of the infringement but failed to 

report it.  

 Knowingly using illegally obtained materials even if 
you didn’t originally violate the copyright. 



 “Four essential elements to a charge of criminal copyright infringement: 

 (1) that a valid copyright; 

 (2) was infringed by the defendant; 

 (3) willfully; and 

 (4) for purposes of commercial advantage or private financial gain. 

 “A defendant, convicted for the first time … can be imprisoned for up to 5 
years and fined up to $250,000, or both. 18 U.S.C. §§ 2319(b), 3571(b)(3).”

FYI: “Financial gain” does not only mean making money.  Copying a 
consumable workbook to avoid paying for new ones is “Financial Gain.”

https://www.justice.gov/jm/criminal-resource-manual-1852-copyright-

infringement-penalties-17-usc-506a-and-18-usc-2319

U.S. Deptartment of Justice

https://www.justice.gov/jm/criminal-resource-manual-1852-copyright-infringement-penalties-17-usc-506a-and-18-usc-2319


 Anyone can report copyright violations online by filling out a simple form. 

 All reports are investigated by FBI through the The Intellectual Property Program of 
the Financial Institution Fraud Unit.

 Cyber Division
-investigates intellectual property crimes involving all digital and electronic works 
(including Internet, CDs, DVDs, etc.) www.fbi.gov/ipr

 Financial Institution Fraud Unit
-all other intellectual property crimes www.ic3.gov

 Anyone who is blatantly aware of copyright violations and does not report them is 
indirectly liable. 

http://www.fbi.gov/ipr/
http://www.ic3.gov/


 Fair use permits certain organizations and individuals to use copyrighted materials 
within certain guidelines. 

 “In determining whether the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use 
the factors to be considered shall include—

 (1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of a commercial 
nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;

 (2) the nature of the copyrighted work;

 (3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work 
as a whole; and

 (4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work.” 
Copyright.gov

https://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap1.html#107

Copyright.gov

https://www.copyright.gov/title17/92chap1.html#107






https://www.xavier.edu/library/about/documents/Copyright_9-23-08.pdf

Copyright and Fair Use Guidelines for Teachers

California Department of Education

https://www.xavier.edu/library/about/documents/Copyright_9-23-08.pdf


 Misconception #1:  Teachers can use any copyright protected materials to teach 
their students.

 Misconception #2:  It’s OK for teachers/schools to violate copyright because they 
aren’t making a profit. 

 Misconception #3:  Promoting someone else’s work is justification for violating 
copyright laws.

 Misconception #4: Teachers who use materials “for the good of the students” are 
absolved of copyright liability.



 Does not allow use of commercial videos for re-enforcement, entertainment, or 
reward without paying public performance rights fees in advance

 Does allow videos and clips to be used if all apply:

 Used in face-to-face instruction 

 Documented in lesson plans 

 Tied to an academic standard 

 Includes follow-up activities.



DOES NOT 

 Copy to create/replace/substitute anthologies, compilations, or 
collective works.

 Copy from consumable products

 Copy to substitute for purchasing resources

 Copy at direction of superior, i.e. principal

 Copy same item each semester



 Google makes it easy to search for Royalty free clipart!

 Search for the image

 Click Tools

 Choose any of the “Labeled for Reuse” options that pertain to you.



Must be used as part of face-to-face instruction

Must be documented in lesson plans

Must support goals & objectives of a standards based
lesson plan 

Must include follow-up activities

Must be a true and legal copy

This is the law, not just board policy. 



 Section 4.2 of the Netflix service agreement specifically states that “Netflix service 
and content viewed through our service are for your personal and non-commercial 
use only and may not be shared with individuals beyond your household.”  

 Fair use does not apply to Netflix movies.  Showing the movie outside of your home 
violates their Terms of Use. 

 Similar agreements are in place with other streaming companies. 

help.Netflix.com

Netflix User Agreement updated April 2019



 There is an established a copyright policy for TCSS.  

 Ignorance of the law is not an excuse to break it.  

 The internet makes it possible to be able to make a reasonable effort 
to find out if something is copyrighted. 


